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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER SUMMARY

The month saw 911 legal and regulatory changes across Centre and States and across various categories.

REGULATORY CHANGES IN FEBRUARY 2026
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|i| FINANCE AND TAXATION UPDATES

There were 136 regulatory updates In this category

e« The Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC), on February 05, 2026, issued an older notification no. No.36/2001-
Customs (N.T.), dated the 3rd August, 2001, published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part-ll, Section-3, Sub-section
(1), vide number S. O. 748 (E), dated the 3rd August, 2001, related to Crude Palm, Gold and Silver.

e« The Ministry of Finance (MoF) on February 04, 2026, issued the corrigendum 2 to the older notification no. 04/2025-
Central Excise, dated December 31, 2025, stating the duty rates for machines based on the levy on Chewing Tobacco,
Jarda Scented Tobacco, and Gutkha.

e The Income Tax Department on February 03, 2026, notifies repeal of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), on February 03, 2026, issued directions to all Agency Banks pursuant to a request
received from the Government of India to ensure timely accounting of government receipts and payments for the
Financial Year 2025-26.

e The Lok Sabha on February 01, 2026, introduced the Finance Bill, 2026. The Finance Bill, 2026, is issued to give effect to

the financial proposals of the Central Government for the financial year 2026-2027.

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), on February 11, 2026, notified the redemption price for premature redemption of

Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB) 2018-19 Series-VI, originally issued on February 12, 2019, under Government of India
Notification F.N0.4(22)-B(W&M)/2018 dated October 08, 2018. In terms of the Scheme, premature redemption is
oermitted after the fifth year from the date of issue, on an interest payment date. Accordingly, the next eligible date for

oremature redemption of this tranche falls on February 12, 2026.

e The National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA), on December 16, 2025, notified regarding the Maintenance, archival

and submission of Audit File to National Financial Reporting Authority.

e The Ministry of Finance (MoF) on February 10, 2026, issued a notification regarding Anti-Dumping Duty on TDI imports
from the EU & Saudi Arabia.

e The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MORTH) on February 05, 2026, notified the Central Motor Vehicles (Fourth
Amendment) Rules, 2026, further to amend the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989.

e The Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN) on February 09, 2026, issued a notification regarding the GST Composition
Scheme FY 2026-27.

e The Goods and Services Tax (GST) on February 19, 2026, issued update on Advisory on Interest Collection and Related
Enhancements in GSTR-3B.

e The Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC) on February 18, 2026, issued revision of Tariff Value Tables under

Customs Notification.

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on February 16, 2026, issued the Updated Master Direction - Borrowing and Lending

transactions in Indian Rupee between Persons Resident in India and Non-Resident Indians/Persons of Indian Origin.

e The Ministry of Finance (MoF) on February 17, 2026, issued a notification regarding the designation of a Nodal Officer
under the IT Act for IGST.
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e The Reserve Bank of India (RBIl) on February 10, 2026, issued the Foreign Exchange Management (Borrowing and
Lending) (First Amendment) Regulations, 2026 to further amend the Foreign Exchange Management (Borrowing and
Lending) Regulations, 2018 (Notification No. FEMA 3(R)/2018-RB dated December 17, 2018).

e The Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) on February 26, 2026, issued a notification regarding the initiation of a

countervailing duty investigation concerning imports of "PVC Suspension Resins" from China PR.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCl) on February 25, 2026, issued the amendment to the Final Findings issued
INn the Anti-dumping investigation on the imports of "Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET Resin)" originating in or exported
from China PR.

e The Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC) on February 24, 2026, issued revision of Customs Tariff Value Tables

for Specified Imported Goods.

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), on February 23, 2026, issued the Foreign Exchange Management (Export and Import of
Currency) (Amendment) Regulations, 202,6 to further amend the Foreign Exchange Management (Export and Import of

Currency) Regulations, 2015.

e The Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN) on February 21, 2026, issued a notification regarding the Facility for
Withdrawal from Rule 14A.

Click here to view all the Finance and Taxation legal updates
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(2] SECRETARIAL UPDATES

There were 163 regulatory updates In this category
e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on February 05, 2026, issued a Draft Consultation paper on extending
the facility of standing instructions for Systemic Withdrawal Plan (SWP)/Systemic Transfer Plan (STP) for Mutual Fund

units held in demat form.

e The Multi-Commodity Exchange of India Limited (MCX) on February 06, 2026, issued clarifications on the computation of
Variable Networth.

e The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MOCA) on February 02, 2026, issued the Draft Companies (Registered Valuers and

Valuation) Amendment Rules, 2026, to amend the Companies (Registered Valuers and Valuation) Rules, 2017.

e The National Stock Exchange (NSE) on February 05, 2026, notified regarding the Annual Maintenance Charges towards
Authorised Persons.

e The India International Exchange (INX), on February 03, 2026, issued a Payment of IFSCA Turnover Fees for January 3],
2026.

e The Central Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL) on January 30, 2026, notified regarding extension for upload of
KYC records with KRA.

e The Central Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL) on February 11, 2026, issued a circular regarding the Migration of
NSE SLB Settlements from NCL CCID-23 TO NCL CCID - T1.

e« The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) on February 12, 2026, issued a notification regarding the promotion and

popularization of the Investor Mobile Application by Depositories.

e The National Commodity & Derivatives Exchange Limited (NCDEX) on February 12, 2026, issued a circular regarding the

Discontinuation of Liquidity Enhancement Scheme in Maize - Feed/Industrial Grade (Symbol: MAIZE) Futures Contract.
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e The Multi Commodity Exchange Clearing Corporation Limited (MCXCCL), on issuance of Circular No.
MCXCCL/RISK/032/2026, notified Clearing Members regarding revision in threshold limits for levy of Concentration
Margin, in modification to Circular No. MCXCCL/RISK/004/2026 dated January 07, 2026. The revision has been introduced

as a risk management measure under the Rules, Bye-laws and Regulations of MCXCCL.

e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on February 06, 2026, issued a Master Circular for Registrars to an

Issue and Share Transfer Agents.

e The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) on February 13, 2026, issued the notification regarding the Update on Pre-Trade Risk

Control-Limit Price Protection in Equity Derivatives Segment.

e The National Stock Exchange (NSE) on February 16, 2026, issued the notification regarding the Membership Compliance

- Digital submission of Ongoing Membership Compliances requests to NCL.

e The Multi Commodity Exchange Clearing Corporation Limited Exchange (MCX) on February 18, 2026, notified regarding
the Due Date Rate (DDR) of the future contract that expired on February 18, 2026.

e The National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL) on February 18, 2026, issued a circular regarding the suspension of

demat accounts of existing clients whose KYC records are not found to be valid by KRAs after the validation process.
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e The National Commodity & Derivatives Exchange Limited (NCDEX) on February 18, 2026, issued a circular regarding the
Bulk file upload of Unique Client code.

e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on February 18, 2026, notified regarding the Working Group to Review
ESGC Rating Providers (ERPs) Regulatory Framework.

e The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), February 27, 2026, notified regarding Payment of SEBI Turnover Fees across
segments including applicable GST.

e The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), on February 25, 2026, issued the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board
of India (Pre-Packaged Insolvency Resolution Process) (Amendment) Regulations, 2026, to further amend the Insolvency

and Bankruptcy Board of India (Pre-Packaged Insolvency Resolution Process) Regulations, 2021.

e The Multi-Commodity Exchange of India Limited (MCX), on February 26, 2026, issued an notification regarding the
Futures and Options Contracts Launch Calendar for March 2026.

e The India International Exchange (IFSC) Limited (India INX) on February 27, 2026, issued Consolidated Circular.

e The National Commodity & Derivatives Exchange Limited (NCDEX) on February 26, 2026, issued a notification regarding
the E-ASM Margin Re-Triggered for Coriander Contracts.

Click here to view all the Secretarial legal updates
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3] COMMERCIAL UPDATES

There were 93 regulatory updates in this category

e The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), on February 05, 2026, issued an amendment in Import Policy and

Policy condition of Umbrellas covered unde Chapter 66 of Schedule -| (Import Policy) of ITC (HS) 2022.

e The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) on February 05, 2026, issued date of establishment and withdrawal for the Textiles.

e The Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), on February 03, 2026, notified regarding the Wage Rates Under Viksit

Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission.

e The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoH&FW) on February 03, 2026, issued Draft New Drugs and Clinical Trials (..
Amendment) Rules, 2026, further to amend the New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019.

e The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) on February 03, 2026, issued the Draft Central Motor Vehicles
(.. Amendment) Rules, 2025 to further amend the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989.

e The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) on February 12, 2026, issued a notification regarding the date of establishment and

the date till which the standard without the amendment shall remain in force for Indian Standards, such as Automotive

Vehicles.

e The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) has issued a Trade Notice inviting commments on the draft "Digital Trade
~acilitation Bill, 2026", pursuant to the Union Budget 2025-26 announcement on implementing Bharat TradeNet as a
Digital Public Infrastructure for trade. The draft Bill seeks to address gaps in the existing legal framework, particularly the

ack of comprehensive recognition of electronic trade documents and cross-border digital trust services, which currently

constrain interoperability with global digital trade systemes.

e The Central Marks Department-Il (CMD) on January 30, 2026, issued the notification regarding the Extension of the
period of concurrent running of IS 9873 (Part 1) : 2019 and IS 9873 (Part 1): 2025 "Safety of Toys Part 1 Safety Aspects

Related to Mechanical and Physical Properties - Specification"
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e The Government of Goa, on February 05, 2026, notified the Business of the Government of Goa (Allocation) (Fifty-fifth

Amendment) Rules, 202,6 to further amend the Business of the Government of Goa (Allocation) Rules, 1987.

e The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) on February 12, 2026, issued the date of establishment and withdrawal of the

Bonded Abrasive Products and other Indian standards.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCl) on February 12, 2026, Revision of SEZ-Online User Charges Effective
January 01, 2026.

e The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution (MoCAF&PD) on February 11, 2026, issued the Legal
Metrology (General) Second Amendment Rules, 2026, further to amend the Legal Metrology (General) Rules, 20T1.

e The Ministry of Textiles (MoT) on February 16, 2026, issued amendments to an older notification no. S.O. 1830(E), dated
April 22, 2025, related to the mandatory Jute Packaging Order for Commodities.

e The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), on February 25, 2026, issued the date of the establishment and the date of
withdrawal of Indian standards particulars related to various Methods of Measurement on Radio Receivers for Various

Classes of Emission.

e The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), on February 25, 2026, issued the Bureau of Indian Standards (Conformity
Assessment) Amendment Regulations, 2026, to further amend the Bureau of Indian Standards (Conformity Assessment)

Regulations, 2018.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoC&l) on February 25, 2026, issued a notification regarding the cancellation of

SEZ Status in Telangana.

e The Central Marks Department-Il (CMD) on February 24, 2026, issued extension of the period of concurrent running of IS
2046: 1995 and IS 2046 (Part 1 to 8): 2025-"Decorative Thermosetting Synthetic Resin Bonded Laminated Sheets".

Click here to view all the Commercial legal updates
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| 4] INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC UPDATES

There were 394 regulatory updates in this category

e The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) on February 05, 2026, issued amendment in import policy of ITC (HS)
code 71141920 covered under Chapter 71 of ITC (HS), 2022, Schedule - | (Import Policy).

e The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) on February 05, 2026, issued a circular regarding the
modifications to the International Financial Services Centres Authority (Anti Money Laundering, Counter-Terrorist

Financing and Know Your Customer) Guidelines, 2022.

e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on February 05, 2026, notified regarding the Creation/Invocation of

pledge of securities through the depository system.
e The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers (MoCF) on February 06, 2026, notified regarding the Bulk Drug Park Scheme.

e The Central KYC Records Registry (CKYCRR) on February 10, 2026, issued a circular regarding the Introduction of
watermarking of OVD images in CKYCRR.

e The International Financial Services Centres (IFSCA) on February 13, 2026, issued Frequently Asked Questions on

International Financial Services Centres Authority (Global In-House Centres) Regulations, 2025.

e The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (MIB) on February 13, 2026, notified regarding Regulatory Framework and

Grievance Mechanism for Private TV Channels in India.

e The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH) on February 13, 2026, issued Mandatory Safety Devices for Heavy

Commercial Vehicles.

e The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCl) on February 12, 2026, issued corrigendum in the Protection of Interests in Aircraft
Objects Rules, 2026 issued vide notification no. G.S.R. 77(E), dated January 30, 2026, published in Gazette of India
Extraordinary, Part |l, Section 3, Sub-Section (i), dated January 31, 2026.

e The Directorate General of Shipping (DGS) on February 09, 2026, issued a circular regarding the implementation of Sagar
Mein Samman (SMS) Five-Year Action Plan (2025-2030) for Promotion of Gender Equality and Inclusion in the Maritime

Sector.

e The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) on February 16, 2026, issued the Drugs (Amendment) Rules, 2026 to
further amend the Drugs Rules, 1945.

e The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) on February 19, 2026, notified regarding the special festive drive

to ensure food safety, quality, and prevention of adulteration.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCl) on February 13, 2026, issued the notification regarding the Exemption for
Pre-Shipment Imports from Specified Quality Control Orders.

e The Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying (MoFAH&D) on January 24, 2026, issued the Standard operating

orocedures for Artificial Inseminations Technicians/ MAITRIS.

e The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution (MoCAFPD), on February 13, 2026, notified regarding seeking
willingness for export of additional 5 LMT Sugar during Sugar Season 2025-26.
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e The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) on February 17, 2026, announces FiMI, a domain-specific Al language

Model built for India's payments ecosystem.,,

e The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) on February 26, 2026, notified regarding the computation of the
retail price of Atorvastatin Calcium IP EqQ. to Atorvastatin (as pellets) 10 mg + Clopidogrel Bisulphate IP Eqg. to Clopidogrel

(as pellets) 75 mg for M/s Synokem Pharmaceuticals Limited (Manufacturer) & M/s Alkem Wellness Limited (Marketer).

e The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on February 24, 2026, issued the Civil Aviation Requirements Section 3 -
Air Transport Series 'M', Part |l related to the Refund of Airline Tickets to Passengers of Public Transport Undertakings.

e The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution (MoCAF&PD) on February 13, 2026, notified regarding the
willingness for export of additional 5 LMT Sugar during Sugar Season 2025-26.

e The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) on February 27, 2026, releases Consultation Paper on "Review of the
Rating of Properties for Digital Connectivity Regulations, 2024 (7 of 2024)".

e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), on February 26, 2026, notified regarding the Ease of Doing
Investment (EoDl) -Disclosure of registered name and registration number by SEBI-regulated entities and their agents
on Social Media Platforms (SMPS).

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on February 26, 2026, issued the Reserve Bank of India (Non-Banking Financial
Companies - Miscellaneous) Amendment Directions, 2026, further to amend the Reserve Bank of India (Non-Banking

Financial Companies -Miscellaneous) Directions, 2025.

e The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) on February 26, 2026, issued Mandatory ISP Action for Welbsite Access

Restriction as per Court Directive.

Click here to view all the Industry Specific legal updates
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|E| EHS (ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH AND SAFETY) UPDATES

There were 43 regulatory updates in this category

e The Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO) on February 05, 2026, issued a circular regarding third-party use

of a storage shed for non-bulk storage of petroleum products licensed under the Petroleum Rules 2002.

e The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) on February 05, 2026, launched Digital Portal for

Issuance of Certificates of Origin for Cultivated Medicinal Plants.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCl) on February 03, 2026, issued the Draft Gas Cylinders (Amendment) Rules,
2026 to further amend the Gas Cylinders Rules, 2016.

e The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) on January 28, 2026, issued the Solid Waste
Management Rules, 2026.

e The Ministry of Home Affairs, on February 11, 2026, issued a notification regarding the Disaster Management (Amendment)
Act, 2025, to further amend the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

e The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) on February 04, 2026, issued Draft Standard Operating Procedure for
Expeditious Disposal of applications for Grant of Consent & Authorization by SPCBs/PCCS, adoption of a proactive
approach for ensuring compliance with environmental laws/norms/regulations by SPCBs/PCCs, and creating a web-portal

for redressal of grievances and also to upload the information regarding the same by them.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCl) on February 04, 2026, issued the Draft Ammonium Nitrate (Amendment)
Rules, 2026, to further amend the Ammonium Nitrate Rules 2012.

e The Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO) on February 05, 2026, notified regarding the implementation of

Permanent and Tamper-proof Barcode/QR code as per the Gas Cylinders (Amendment) Rules, 2025.

e The Ministry of Science & Technology (MoS&T), on February 19, 2026, notified regarding the Scientists unlock new cathode

material enabling Zinc-lon Batteries for grid storage.

e The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) on February 18, 2026, issued a notification regarding

the revocation of Stage-Il GRAP Measures across NCR amid improving AQI.
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e The Commission for Air Quality Management in the National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) on February 13,
2026, notified regarding the implementation of the Action Plans for the prevention and elimination of Wheat Stubble
Burning in 2026.

e The Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways (MoPS&W) February 06, 2026, issued the Draft National Water Metro
Policy, 2026.

e The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) on February 10, 2026, issued the notification
regarding the Strengthening Air Quality Monitoring Network in Delhi-NCR through Expansion of CAAQMS.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry, on February 24, 2026, issued the Draft Gas Cylinders (Amendment) Rules, 2026,
to further amend the Gas Cylinder Rules, 2016.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoC&l) on February 25, 2026, issued the Draft Explosives (Amendment) Rules,
2026, to amend the Explosives Rules, 2008.

e The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) on February 25, 2026, issued the Guidance Document for Submission of
Annual Return by Registered Producers at Used Oil EPR Portal.

e The Commission for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) on February 20,
2026, issued directions under Section 12 of the Commission for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and

Adjoining Areas Act, 2021-Stipulation for Particulate Matter Emissions from Industries across Delhi-NCR.

Click here to view all the EHS legal updates
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6] LABOUR UPDATES

There were 82 regulatory updates in this category

e The Ministry of Labour & Employment (MoL&E) on February 05, 2026, issued a notification regarding key worker protection

measures for the implementation of the New Labour Codes.

e The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MOSDE) on January 08, 2026, issued the notification regarding
the Standardisation of Timelines and Process Flow for Apprenticeship Contract Signing, Advisor Verification and Payroll

Creation on the Apprenticeship Portal.

e The Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) on February 04, 2026, applauds Rationalisation of Income Tax
Regime for Provident Funds.

e The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC), on February 2, 2026, announced the launch of a revamped version of
Iits AAA+ mobile application, now titled 'ESIC Health Connect', available on both Android and I0S platforms. The upgraded
app features a redesigned user interface, improved user experience, and an in-app feedback mechanism to capture user

INnputs.

e The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) on January 30, 2026, issued an addendum regarding the upper age

limit of Security Guards/Supervisors.

e The Ministry of Labour and Employment (MoLE) on February 04, 2026, issued the Draft Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions (Metalliferous Mines) Regulations, 2026.

e The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) on February 11, 2026, issued a notification regarding a revision in the
pack size of approved items in DGESIC RC-166.

e The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MoW&CD) on February 06, 2026, issued a notification regarding the Legal
Framework and Rationale behind the POCSO Act & Age of Consent.
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e The Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) on February 05, 2026, issued a notification regarding giving an

additional charge to Accounts Officers in the absence of a sufficient number of APFCs in the Office.

e The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) on February 16, 2026, notified regarding the Extension of DG ESIC Rate
Contract No. Ay. 9 issued vide No. U15/13/6/Ayur.-9/2022-AYUSH.

e The Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI) on February 12, 2026, issued the notification regarding the
First Press Release of Consumer Price Index on Base 2024=100.

e The Board of Practical Training (Eastern Region) (BoPTER) on January 22, 2026, issued a notification regarding uploading of
pending RoPs in the Non-Engineering Portal.

e The Ministry of Law and Justice (MolL&J), on February 16, 2026, issued the Industrial Relations Code (Amendment) Act, 2026,
to further amend the Industrial Relations Code, 2020.

e The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) on February 13, 2026, issued public notice against
fraudulent website and mobile application.

e The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) on February 27, 2026, issued a circular regarding the Declaration of
Drug "Not of Standard Quality" on Testing.

e The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MoSD&E) on February 20, 2026, notified regarding the SCVT

Qualifications enabled for apprenticeship contract Generation on the Apprenticeship Portal.

e The Department of Labour, Sikkim, on December 06, 2025, issued a notification regarding exemptions under the Sikkim

Shops and Commercial Establishments Act, 1983.

e The Labour and Skills Department, Government of Kerala, on February 3, 2026, notified the revised minimum rates of

wages payable to classes of employees employed in the manufacture of Gold and Silver Ornaments sector.

e The Labour, Skill Development and Employment Department, Gujarat, on February 13, 2026, notified the Code on Social
Security (Gujarat) (Amendment) Rules, 2026, further to amend the Code on Social Security (Gujarat) Rules, 2023.

Click here to view all the L abour legal updates
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